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WAR & UG AERIGT GRoTAe 2 S8 1727 H WRAYR B YT
Bl | AR BT YRTg g1 ABRIG’ B FH0T a9 1733 § Yw HRAMT 21| S
I G B IRI TR G2RT Bl AlCdidd & 36 Pl IRkE lg—did 4l B STy
B Hedl WRHICT AT AT 918} DI oRG Uh W3 Gadlg | 39 @5 W il &
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AR HHIP 4.1: AFAR AT SHIRAT BT fAawor

. &8 BT ¥ g seRAl H1 Al IR G wgfd

. THEAT
CIGEY CLGED CIGEY Sfetdr En

1. | AR TR 20 8 3 39

2. | e 5 1 0 7

3 | dfgar 6 2 0 10

4 | SHA 5 2 0 7

5 | Yrgelr 6 0 9

6 | IO 5 1 0 7

7 | qomas 5 1 0 6

8 | oAl 3 1 0 4

9 |WERT 2 0 0 4

10 | g1 6 1 0 7

11 | Boirel! 4 1 0 5

12 | prareT 3 0 0 3

13 | TRl 5 1 0 7

14 | TleyR 3 1 0 5

15 | AR 3 0 0 3

16 | HISR 2 0 0 2

17 | 3RT 2 1 0 3

18 | AR 4 0 6

19 | B1® 3 1 0 4
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20 | R 4 0 2 0 6
21 | ¥4 2 2 1 1 6
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23 | IR 6 0 1 0 7
24 | 9199 1 1 0 0 2
25 | 3R 2 0 1 1 4
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31 | <ar 2 1 0 0 3
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IRT 126 32 30 12 200
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ST Tfdas & I |NT &1 Jd3 §R UIEAT 81T 3, SHOY UKIar | Ay
U BT URGY, AT e @l Al & Had, f[Awg e vd gRier g awga
URBSAT 3G @I SIFDHRI &1 Sl 8| drd & SUFRT IRl § fawwh 8 8 |
TSPy @ 91 T Hfcded @ E<H 9N B 8, $9 9RT H 2Rl & SR SUANT
Pl TS IR ARl HER-IS AR, 3RI HaHl, Fav Il @I [T 37T

Faferd |l <1 Sl & | §99 Q¥ [JaR0T & |l Y&idl, U UiHemRil, Suewie &
AW, dafeiepl B 3T Gl &l Sl 8| SHY 3 DI ST GRRNe BIdr 8 |
T8l T W WHEg 94 Gaal] JYwh SUiNe g9IR &l Sl 8, il I o¥s
SUYtH T8I B B BRUT Y= Al Wladed o "G ART H T8 o Gl | g
gemeff &7 U udid BT B f I ot SHIEnT § e anfev | s Ay snerar
D @ JTHAR G U 3ferdl 31y 3lidre Y S 2 |

I H U~ HfSAEAT —

SIERIT BT YT bl & SR 3D BioAgAl BT HI |HAT HAT ST
e &1 AT & {5 s Udr o 9 9wIg A8F B o8 &Y ST b SR
AR QURerd 7 81| a2l SPhsdT Sk o § Hohld &7 Ha dcll 2 |37k
STH UP YT YBT BI G fHar war| weEri 9 yg fhar (h SwRerr &

el qaaedd eear g & 9 aife Scar f991 fa Yo & gt &8l
b |

JRANIGH 3 Yl &l IR AN b ARIR W <d 2 AT Bl BT
UHT SRTdT 21 & eIl &l ygied Yici=iieRa 8! &= & | 3 URART & 3IeqI=
$ o) IR IR WD B TS, il IT a1 IR SUNe T8l o7 a1
GRARIS STRERIT &I [ TARIT BT Joeled EmRll Bl SERT 31F & Hellg
S | faRyd: YRIT eFT H 3H AR BT AEAT YRRl BT 3Md IR BT
ST | I8 QR el Bl MRed gedl & e AAREl T 3Hd Bl I Tl

ST fadvfaar & uRfad oerar 8 9! fadaqr wwiad: 9] & apgdq 9

8l B S gl B |

92



imctilksell

g, AF= (1983) “gHol 3 ¥4 ASfSANI IS AN 9 sfisa

RIS q8ell T, 103—104 |

TS, TCIT (1956) ST YIIR TSI 3 HF PIg-s, ' = UTh, YH. 6 |

[aN

W, YA (1966) “HIZICThe AR |d Tos NEd” UH, 44 |

HEHl, 3R, UF. (2009) “HMISTS 2T UG HIRGHI fadd gapreM, fac]
9. 5 |

o~ N (N o~ C

BToR, TH.UF. "BISUSTH 3 [§afakiad Ry, g4, 178 |

STereT “ROd #ere 59 ArRTd Ree " |

Te U 8l * Hels g1 Hivrel REd” Y&, 209 |

TUfA, ®1et (1892) * &7 IR 3T HISH' T8, 10 |

93



UoH A
R3S d=al BT ST, Jdsi—e 93T :
T a® faaas

d el HowERl 7 SIS g | MRl & |MiSTa
Hiepicd fava @1 W BT YA AT 8| gaAE eagE H 37U URIHleTD
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URell HHIb 6.1

ARd # 3@l @ AvilaR S9EwaT vd yfoed (TRT SRTUMT-2011)

Freraaan | o e g&y HfgelT A | go§ | Afedr

& goft | SaET IGE{C e | e | e | (e
ST et | gfaea | ufoea | ufae

gt 50,32,463 | 26,38,516 | 23,93,947| 19 18 20

BRG]

ST 50,71,007 | 26,77,544 | 23,93,463 19 18 20

BRG]

ara= 19,98,535 | 11,22,896 8,75,639 8 8 7

BRG]

Crohl 54,36,604 | 33,70,374 | 20,66,230 | 20 23 18

BRG]

AR 15,05,624 8,70,708 6,34,916 6 6 5

Hadm

AR 7,22.826 4,15,732 3,07,094 3 3 3

Y 4927011 | 27,27,828| 21,99,183 18 18 19

BRG]

g 21,16,487 | 11,62,604 9,53,833 8 8 8

BRI

Bl 2,68,10,557 | 1,49,86,202 | 1,18,24.355 | 100 100 100

(www.censusindia.gov.in>disability-data)’
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Sociology of Disability
Mamta Singhal

Abstract

Disability is @ phenomenon that is socially defined, has pervasive social consequences for individuals, and
has significant impact on societies. The social reality of disability is characterized by “considerable variation
in the experience of impairment by large numbers of people who nonetheless share common conditions of
exclusion, marginalization, and disadvantage”. At the same time, in spite of exclusion, marginalization, and
disadvantage, the symbolic meaning inherent in disability may be expressed in a strong and positive sense of
identity. Disability can also be viewed as a political privilege, in the sense of carrying permission to be
exempt from the work-based system, military service, debt, and criminal liability. This paper is an effort to
describe the social reality of disabled.

Key words: disability, sensory disability, vision impairment, olfactory and gustatory impairment, hearing
impairment.

Disability is the consequence of an impairment that may be physical, cognitive, mental, sensory,
emotional, developmental, or combination of these. A disability may be present from birth, or occur
during a person’s lifetime. Disability is an umbrella term, covering impairments, activity limitations,
and participation restrictions. Impairment is a problem in body function or structure; an activity
limitation is a difficulty encountered by an individual in executing a task or action; whilea participation
restriction is a problem experienced by an individual in involvement in life situations. Thus, disability
is a complex phenomenon, reflecting an interaction between features of a person’s body and features
of the society in which he or she lives. (WHO 2012)

An individual may also qualify as disabled if he/she has had impairment in the past or is seen
as disabled based on a personal or group standard or norm, Such impairments may include physical,
sensory, and cognitive or developmental disabilities. Mental disorders (also known as psychiatric or
psychosocial disability) and various types of chronic disease may also qualify as disabilities. Some
advocates object to describing certain conditions (notably deafness and autism) as “disabilities”,
arguing that it is more appropriate to consider them developmental differences that have been unfairly
stigmatized by society. (Soloman 2011)

The term “disability” broadly describes impairment in a person’s ability to function, caused
by changes in various subsystems of the body, or to mental health. The degree of disability may
range from mild to moderate, severe, or profound. A person may also have multiple disabilities.
Conditions causing disability are classified by the medical community as: inherited (genetically
transmitted); congenital, meaning caused by a mother’s infection or other disease during pregnancy,
embryonic or fetal developmental irregularities, or by injury during or soon after birth; acquired,
such as conditions caused by illness or injury; or of unknown origin. (Funell 2008)

Types of disability

Physical disability: Any impairment which limits the physical function of limbs, fine bones,
or gross motor ability is a physical disability. Other physical disabilities include impairments which

limit other facets of daily living, such as severe sleep apnoea. A man with an above the knee amputation
exercises while wearing a prosthetic leg.
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Sensory disability: Sensory disability is impairment of one of the senses. The term is used
primarily to refer to vision and hearing impairment, but other senses can be impaired.

Vision impairment: Vision impairment is vision loss (of a person) to such a degree as to
qualify as an additional support need through a significant limitation of visual capability resulting
from either disease, trauma, or congenital or degenerative conditions that cannot be corrected by
conventional means, such as refractive correction, medication, or surgery. This functional loss of
vision is typically defined to manifest with best corrected visual acuity of less than 20/60, or significant
central field defect, significant peripheral field defect including homonymous or heteronymous
bilateral visual, field defect or generalized contraction or constriction of field, or reduced peak
contrast sensitivity with either of the above conditions.

Hearing impairment: Hearing impairment or hard of hearing or deafness refers to conditions
in which individuals are fully or partially unable to detect or perceive at least some frequencies of
sound which can typically be heard by most people. Mild hearing loss may sometimes not be
considered a disability. .

Olfactory and gustatory impairment: Impairment of the sense of smell and taste are
commonly associated with aging but can also occur in younger people due to a wide variety of
causes. There are various olfactory disorders:- Anosmia — inability to smell; Dysosmia — things
smell different than they should; Hyperosmia — an abnormally acute sense of smell; Hyposmia —
decreased ability to smell; Olfactory Reference Syndrome- psychological disorder which causes
patients to imagine they have strong body odour; Parosmia — things smell worse than they should;
Phantosmia — “hallucinated smell”, often unpleasant in nature. Complete loss of the sense of taste is
known as ageusia, while dysgeusia is persistent abnormal sense of taste.

Somato-sensory impairment: Insensitivity to stimuli such as touch, heat, cold, and pain are
often an adjunct to a more general physical impairment involving neural pathways and is very
commonly associated with paralysis (in which the motor neural circuits are also affected).

Balance disorder: A balance disorder is a disturbance that causes an individual to feel unsteady,
for example when standing or walking, It may be accompanied by symptoms of being giddy, woozy,
or have a sensation of movement, spinning, or floating. Balance is the result of several body systems
working together. The eyes (visual system), ears (vestibular system) and the body’s sense of where
it is in space (proprioception) need to be intact. The brain, which compiles this information, needs to
be functioning effectively.

- Intellectual disability: Intellectual disability is a broad concept that ranges from mental
retardation to cognitive deficits too mild or too specific (as in specific learning disability) to qualify
as mental retardation. Intellectual disabilities may appear at any age. Mental retardation is a subtype
of intellectual disability, and the term intellectual disability is now preferred by many advocates in
most English-speaking countries as a euphemism for mental retardation.

Mental health and emotional disabilities: Mental disorder or mental illness is a psychological
or behavioural pattern generally associated with subjective distress or disability that occurs in an
individual, and perceived by the majority of society as being outside of normal development or
cultural expectations. The recognition and understanding of mental health conditions has changed
over time and across cultures, and there are still variations in the definition, assessment, and
classification of mental disorders, although standard guideline criteria are widely
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accepted.

Developmental disability: Developmental disability is any disability that results in problems
with growth and development. Although the term is often used as a synonym or euphemism for
intellectual disability, the term also encompasses many congenital medical conditions that have no
mental or intellectual components, for example spina bifida.

Non-visible disabilities: Several chronic disorders, such as diabetes, asthma, inflammatory
bowel disease or epilepsy, would be counted as non-visible disabilities, as opposed to disabilities
which are clearly visible, such as those requiring the use of a wheelchair.

DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO DEFINING DISABILITY

The definition and classification of disabled persons have gone through a number of changes
over the centuries.

Biomedical Definition: Disability is identified with illness or impairment in the biomedical
approach, with most emphasis falling on curing the disabled individual. If this fails, the person is
removed from society.

Philanthropic Definition: Disability is regarded as a tragedy or object of sympathy and charity.
People with disabilities are therefore pitied, given handouts and cared for in separate institutions.

Sociological Definition: This approach defines disability as a form of human difference or
deviation from the social norms of the acceptable levels of activity performance.

Economic Definition: Disability is defined as a social cost caused both by extra resources
that children and adults with disabilities require and by their limited productivity at work, relative to
able-bodied people.

Socio-Political Definition as Adopted by the Integrated National Disability -

Framework: Disability needs to be defined within context, rather than focussing on the inability of
people that inadvertently leads to stigmatisation and categorisation, The Integrated National Disability
Framework has therefore adopted a socio-political approach to disability, whereby disability is located
in the social environment. This takes cognisance of disabled people’s viewpoint that disability is a
social construct and most of its effects are inflicted upon people with disabilities by their social
environment e.g. it is not the disability, nor the wheelchair that disables a person but it is the stairs
leading to a building.

The Concept

Different terms have been used for people with disabilities in different times and places. The
euphemism treadmill and changing fashions have caused terms to rise or fall in popularity. At this
time, disability or impairment are commonly used, as are more specific terms, such as blind (to
describe having no vision at all) or visually impaired (to describe having limited vision).

Handicap has been disparaged as a result of false folk etymology that says it is a reference to
begging, Itis actually derived from an old game, Hand-i’-cap, in which two players trade possessions
and a third, neutral person judges the difference of value between the possessions. The concept of a
neutral person evening up the odds was extended to handicap racing in the mid-18th century. In
handicap racing, horses carry different weights based on the umpire’s estimation of what would
make them run equally. The use of the term to describe a person with a disability- by extension from
handicap racing, a person carrying a heavier burden than normal-
appeared in the early 20th century. (Online Etymology Dictionary 2013)
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Handicap replaced terms that are now considered insulting, such as crippled. Many people
would rather be referred to as a person with a disability instead of handicapped. “Cerebral Palsy: A
Guide for Care” at the University of Delaware offers the following guidelines:

Impairment is the correct term to use to define a deviation from normal, such as not being
able to make a muscle move or not being able to control an unwanted movement. Disability is the
term used to define a restriction in the ability to perform a normal activity of daily living which
someone of the same age is able to perform. For example, a three-year-old child who is not able to
walk has a disability because a normal three-year-old can walk independently. Handicap is the term
used to describe a child or adult who, because of the disability, is unable to achieve the normal role
in society commensurate with his age and socio-cultural milieu. As an example, a sixteen-year-old
who is unable to prepare his own meal or care for his own toileting or hygiene needs is handicapped.
On the other hand, a sixteen-year-old who can walk only with the assistance of crutches but who
attends a regular school and is fully independent in activities of daily living is disabled but not
handicapped. All disabled people are impaired, and all handicapped people are disabled, but a
person can be impaired and not necessarily be disabled, and a person can be disabled without being
handicapped.

The American Psychological Association style guide states that, when identifying a person
with impairment, the person’s name or pronoun should come first, and descriptions of the impairment
or disability should be used so that the impairment is identified, but is not modifying the person.
Improper examples are “a borderline”, “a blind person”, or “an autistic boy”; more acceptable
terminology includes “a woman with Down syndrome” or “a man who has schizophrenia”. It also
states that a person’s adaptive equipment should be described functionally as something that assists
a person, not as something that limits a person, for example, “a woman who uses a wheelchair”
rather than “a woman in or confined to a wheelchair.”

A similar kind of “people-first” terminology is also used in the UK, but more often in the
form “people with impairments” (such as “people with visual impairments”). However, in the UK,
the term “disabled people” is generally preferred to “people with disabilities”. It is argued under the
social model that while someone’s impairment (for example, having a spinal cord injury) is an
individual property, “disability” is something created by external societal factors such as a lack of
wheelchair access to the workplace. This distinction between the individual property of impairment
and the social property of disability is central to the social model. The term “disabled people” as a
political construction is also widely used by international organisations of disabled people, such as
Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI).

United Nations and Disability

On December 13, 2006, the United Nations formally agreed on the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, the first human rights treaty of the 21st century, to protect and enhance
the rights and opportunities of the world’s estimated 650 million disabled people. As of April 2011,
99 of the 147 signatories had ratified the Convention. Countries that sign the convention are required
to adopt national laws, and remove old ones, so that persons with disabilities will, for example, have
equal rights to education, employment, and cultural life; to the right to own and inherit property; to
not be discriminated against in marriage, etc.; to not be unwilling subjects in medical experiments.

In 1976, the United Nations launched its International Year for Disabled Persons (1981),
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later renamed the International Year of Disabled Persons. The UN Decade of Disabled Persons
(1983-1993) featured a World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons. In 1979, Frank
Bowe was the only person with a disability representing any country in the planning of 1YDP-1981.
Today, many countries have named representatives who are themselves individuals with disabilities.
The decade was closed in an address before the General Assembly by Robert Davila. Both Bowe
and Davila are deaf. In 1984, UNESCO accepted sign language for use in education of deaf children
and youth.

Demographices of Disability

Estimates of worldwide and country-wide numbers of individuals with disabilities are
problematic. The varying approaches taken to defining disability notwithstanding, demographers
agree that the world population of individuals with disabilities is very large. For example, in 2004,
the. World Health Organization estimated a world population of 6.5 billion people, of those nearly
100 million people were estimated to be moderately or severely disabled. In the United States,
Américans with disabilities constitute the third-largest minority (after persons of Hispanic origin
and African Americans); all three of those minority groups number in the 30-some millions in America.
According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, as of 2004, there were some 32 million disabled adults
(aged 18 or over) in the United States, plus another 5 million children and youth (under age 18). If
one were to add impairments- or limitations that fall short of being disabilities- Census estimates put
the figure at 51 million.

Theie is also widespread agreement among experts in the field that disability is more common
in developing than in developed nations. The connection between disability and poverty is thought
to be part of a “vicious cycle” in which these constructs are mutually reinforcing. Nearly eight
million men in Europe returned from the World War I permanently disabled by injury or disease.

~ About 150,000 Vietnam veterans came home wounded, and at least 21,000 were permanently
disabled. Increased US military involvement has resulted in a significant increase of disabled military
personnel since 2001, According to Fox News, this isa *25 percent’ rise, with more than 2.9 million’
total veterans now disabled. (Kitchen 2000)

After years of war in Afghanistan, there are more than one million disabled people. Afghanistan
has one of the highest incidences of people with disabilities in the world. An estimated 80,000
Afghans have lost limbs, mainly as a result of landmines. In Australia, 18.5% of the population
reported having a disability in a 2009 survey.

Disability rights movement

The disability rights movement is the movement to secure équal opportunities and equal )

rights for people with disabilities. The specific goals and demands of the movement are: accessibility
and safety in transportation, architecture, and the physical environment, equal opportunities in
independent living, employment, education, and housing, and freedom from abuse, neglect, and
vioJations of patients’ rights. Effective civil rights legislation is sought in order to secure these
opportunities and rights.
Conclusion

Disability’ occupies an ambiguous position within sociology. In some respects, it has been a
consistent feature since early symbolic interactionist studies used accounts of impairment in social
deviance studies. This approach has remained firmly embedded within the sub-discipline of medical
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sociology. Engagement with disability as a social relationship rather than individualistic concern
remains marginal in broader sociology. Scholars like Shakespeare (2006) and Thomas (1999)
acknowledge disability as a complex relation between personal and environmental or social factors.
This is surprising given that the foundations of sociology are to understand how society works and
provide insights in the relationships between people (institutions, places and non-humans),

A critical approach to the sociology of disability is particularly timely given the challenges
facing disabled people under the current coalition government in ‘an age of austerity’. Whilst other
dimensions to identity, such as age, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic class, sexuality, occupation
and health, are the subject of considerable research, focus and engagement, disability remains largely
out in the cold. The emergence, in the early 1980s, of the field of disability studies, with its strong
emphasis on social oppression, led to strong criticism of the social deviance paradigm and a
reconsideration of the disabling dynamics of society and sociology of impairment, We should have
sympathetic perspective towards challenging persons. There is a keen need of efforts from
governmental and non-governmental side for welfare of this section of society.
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Ufefae efte & udm & aag #
T g TG o ST 3= hife & HHAAEE
F weg W WA e qUIHHET—IGA,
gex, e & i 39 Sedvagel fRrar

qRoTfies TEAN T A fdr TRT| S AW &
T & T R sufad vk @ otfie ww
T wioht 21 37 gl H oSt R oaw A
Jrg T, FAT T B A H GRA HEHR FT
on et s efEfrm Rose W
fr-orFadr & 3% WRR SeofEd R T g
) WHf®war Hear (Mental Retardation)
=fra gmee iR dled aTfe # a7
fipeff /€ ST AT 3T YEIT SRS ST ©
qr g% VSIS BT © eAfed @l T
STlErgTRaT SIS A o afaad el 2
() 3TfesH (Autism Specturm Disorder)
FE T wfaaE Sidt 7 ot e a1 A
T G/ THGH &1 ST o7 B d
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77 fraredt § 3T § =k & " H AR
ST © fof SWeRT P WaT /o AT el e
TRl # AR oy g7 Ue S &l
(&) =@auT ¥ (Hearing Impairment)
TETH TeEr AT H HeAE oRl €
(9) H& fagrerdar (Speech Impairment)
e # A el § W et 9
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STOTET ST ST TE WHE T ®)
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o Eele ShiSE BT
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HE ST W Tcafie W oF B ©
TR WedT < € A8l ol
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SR ¥ @A § Ao #@ e
uE TET Y BT S o
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T |Te SRRt & gt ud o1
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foter ot wivrerT & v safea off o1
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e @l TR Werddl U Y 3
Sfra S & oredr, SHT @ wEr A
ST weRdr @

arfer  TaEATa
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